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Toward a New South
A growing number of Southern­
ers — many of them young — be­
lieves that if the South is to move 
forward economically, socially and 
politically, it must at last free it­
self from the past and seek out new 
and positive solutions to the prob­
lems that confront it.
This belief has led a group of ac­
tive and involved Southerners to 
form an organization known as the 
L. Q. C. Lamar Society. The new 
organization, named after the cour­
ageous and progressive Mississippi 
congressman who advocated recon­
ciliation in the bitter years follow­
ing the Civil War, is bipartisan and 
non-political in nature.
The ranks of the L. Q. C. Lamar 
Society include both Republicans 
and Democrats. The common bond 
of its members, in the words of Pro­
fessor Thomas Naylor of Duke Uni­
versity, a founder, is not ideological, 
“but rather a common desire to see 
the South achieve its full potential.”
During the past 20 years, says 
Dr. Naylor, a former member of the 
Tulane University faculty, “public 
officials in the South have spent so 
much of their time and energy fight­
ing school integration and the fed­
eral government that very little ef­
fort has been devoted to attempts to 
solve some of the South’s more fun­
damental problems.”
Among these problems are low 
wages, unemployment, inadequate 
schools, poor housing, rural poverty 
and inadequate governmental plan­
ning.
The L. Q. C. Lamar Society will 
seek to develop constructive solu­
tions to these problems as well as 
position papers on major issues.
The fact that the South has lag­
ged behind the more industrialized 
sections of the country in economic 
development could well prove to be 
a blessing in disguise. For it pre­
sents the South with the opportun­
ity to profit from the mistakes of 
others and to chart a course of or­
derly growth for the future.
Hopefully, the South will take ad­
vantage of this opportunity.
